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Manulife Investment Management’s Global Intelligence report 
anticipates sustainable investing growth; forecasts economic 
recovery to pick up pace in second half of 2021 

• Provides extensive analysis of how “macro disruptors” may play an impactful 
role in the global economy in 2021  

• Offers perspectives in how COVID-19 has affected sustainable investing  
• Takes an in-depth look at fixed income for the year ahead 
 
Singapore (February 3, 2021)—Manulife Investment Management released its semiannual Global 
Intelligence report, a firmwide outlook highlighting notable perspectives from its private and public 
markets investment teams. Key themes in the report include the projected global economic recovery, 
importance of forward-looking climate risk analysis in environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
investing, fundamental benefits of fixed income, future of real estate investing, and how COVID-19 has 
driven policymakers in Asia to take major steps toward sustainable investing.  
 
Christopher P. Conkey, CFA, global head of public markets, Manulife Investment Management said, 
“We start 2021 with much to be optimistic about—from the distribution of vaccines, the stability and 
liquidity in the global markets, and the worldwide introduction of fiscal stimulus packages. As we look 
to turn a corner on economic recovery, the latest edition of Global Intelligence provides an overview of 
the investment landscape and identifies continued and emerging areas for growth.” 
 
Stephen J. Blewitt, global head of private markets, Manulife Investment Management, added, “After a 
year riddled with economic uncertainty, there are bright spots across a number of private market 
assets in 2021, as the findings from our real estate team will indicate.” 
 
“As corporate accountability and ESG dominate boardroom conversations across the globe, our latest 
report showcases a rapidly growing appetite for sustainable investing,” said Paul R. Lorentz, president 
and CEO, Manulife Investment Management. “We expect to see increasing demand for carbon solutions 
from investors, and will continue to seek opportunities for ESG investing across both traditional and 
alternative asset classes.” 
 
Notable asset class themes, shifts, and guidance within Global Intelligence include:  
 

• "Global economic outlook: the rise of macro disruptors"—Managing Director, Global 
Chief Economist and Global Head of Macroeconomic Strategy Frances Donald projects the 
state of this year’s global economy with four key themes: a year of two halves, a K-shaped 
recovery, a temporary spike in inflation, and the continued search for yield.  

• "Unlocking sustainable investing opportunities in Asian fixed income"—Deputy CIO, 
Global Fixed Income, Endre Pedersen, Deputy CIO, Fixed Income, Asia, ex–Japan, Murray 
Collis, and Asia Head of ESG Eric Nietsch, CFA, dissect how COVID-19 accelerated the growth 
of sustainable investing in Asia and created compelling opportunities in Asian fixed income.  

• "The future of real estate investing resides in flexibility"—Global Head of Real Estate 
Investment Michael McNamara explores how real estate stays relevant in a world of changing 
needs and why it should be considered with flexibility in mind.  



• "The Paris Agreement as a long-term investment framework"—Managing Director and 
Senior Portfolio Manager Patrick Blais, CFA, and Head of ESG, Canada Margaret Eve Childe 
take a deep dive into the Paris Agreement and how that provides a suitable framework for 
investors seeking to align their portfolios with the overarching goal of curbing carbon 
emissions.  

• "The case for core: fixed-income investing in an era of yield scarcity"—Senior 
Portfolio Manager, Head of U.S. Core and Core Plus Fixed Income Howard C. Greene, CFA, and 
Senior Managing Director and Senior Portfolio Manager of Core and Core Plus, and Securitized 
Asset Jeffrey N. Given, CFA, revisit some of the overlooked reasons for owning bonds in the 
first place and how they can add value in challenging markets. 

 
For more information and to view the full report, please click here. 

 

### 

About Manulife Investment Management 

Manulife Investment Management is the global wealth and asset management segment of Manulife Financial Corporation. We 

draw on more than a century of financial stewardship and the full resources of our parent company to serve individuals, institutions, 

and retirement plan members worldwide. Headquartered in Toronto, our leading capabilities in public and private markets are 

strengthened by an investment footprint that spans 17 countries and territories. We complement these capabilities by providing 

access to a network of unaffiliated asset managers from around the world. We’re committed to investing responsibly across our 

businesses. We develop innovative global frameworks for sustainable investing, collaboratively engage with companies in our 

securities portfolios, and maintain a high standard of stewardship where we own and operate assets, and we believe in supporting 

financial well-being through our workplace retirement plans. Today, plan sponsors around the world rely on our retirement plan 

administration and investment expertise to help their employees plan for, save for, and live a better retirement.   

 

As of September 30, 2020, Manulife Investment Management had CAD$923 billion (US$692 billion) in assets under management 

and administration. Not all offerings are available in all jurisdictions. For additional information, please visit 

manulifeim.com. 

 

Disclaimer 

The above information has not been reviewed by the Securities Commission Malaysia (SC) and is subject to the relevant warning, 

disclaimer, qualification or terms and conditions stated herein. Manulife Investment Management (M) Berhad Registration No: 

200801033087 (834424-U) (hereinafter referred to as “Manulife IM (Malaysia)”) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Manulife Holdings 

Berhad and holds a Capital Markets Services License for fund management, dealing in securities restricted to unit trusts, dealing in 

private retirement schemes and financial planning under the Capital Markets and Services Act 2007. Manulife IM (Malaysia) operates 

under the brand name of Manulife Investment Management which is the global wealth and asset management segment of Manulife 

Financial Corporation. Information posted herein is intended for the exclusive use by the recipients who are allowed to receive it under 

the applicable laws and regulations of the relevant jurisdictions. Certain information in this material may contain projections or other 

forward-looking statements regarding future events, targets, management discipline, estimates or other development trends of 

financial markets. There is no assurance that such events will occur, and actual results may be significantly different from what is 

contained herein. 

 

This material was prepared solely for educational and informational purposes and does not constitute a recommendation, professional 

advice, an offer, solicitation or an invitation by or on behalf of Manulife Investment Management to any person to buy or sell any 

security. Nothing in this material constitutes financial, investment, legal, accounting or tax advice, or a representation that any 

investment or strategy is suitable or appropriate to your individual circumstances, or otherwise constitutes a personal 

recommendation to you. 

 

Information contained herein has been obtained and/or derived from sources believed to be reliable, Manulife IM (Malaysia) makes 

no representation as to its accuracy or completeness and expressly disclaims any liability whatsoever for any loss howsoever arising 

from or in reliance upon the whole or any part of this information or any information contained in third party website linked to this 

material. Neither Manulife IM (Malaysia) or its affiliates, nor any of their directors, officers or employees shall assume any  liability or 

responsibility for any direct or indirect loss or damage or any other consequence of any person acting or not acting in reliance on the 

https://www.manulifeim.com/institutional/my/en/global-intelligence/1h-2021
https://www.manulifeim.com/


 

information contained herein. Investment involves risk, including the loss of principal. Investors should rely on their own evaluation to 

assess the merits and risk of the investment. In considering the investment or the information provided, investors who are in doubt 

as to the action to be taken should consult their professional adviser. The information provided herein is for information purposes 

only and should not be construed as and shall not form part of an offer or solicitation to buy or sell any unit trust funds/ wholesale 

funds/ private retirement schemes. Information contained herein may subject to change without prior notice and may not be 

reproduced, distributed or published by any recipient for any purpose. 
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